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Report to Har Shalom Board December 18, 2018
Activities from Nov 21 to present

Laurie Franklin

Abstract: A full and intense time as I approach ordination, both with finishing finals, projects,
and dealing with congregational issues. Hope to move ahead with steps toward enhanced
communication with board and board president, as outlined in Sunday 12/9 retreat report
from Empower MT Executive Director Heidi Wallace.
Special Request: I would like to (1) include my reports as a regular part of the minutes and
(2) post my reports on our web site. Thank you! Note: I have been requesting this because of
its importance as a communication device.
Services
• Shabbat Shacharit 12/2
• Kabbalat Shabbat/Ma’ariv coming up 12/20
Atidaynu
• Atidaynu sessions 12/2, 12/16
Adult Ed
• Beit Midrash 11/26, 12/3, 12/10, 12/17
Special events
• Missoula Interfaith Collaborative 5th Annual Thanksgiving Service to benefit
Family Promise, 11/22
• Festival of Lights Parade 12/1
• Hanukkiah Lighting 12/2 12/3, 12/4, 12/6, 12/8, 12/9
• Hanukkah party 12/8
• Har Shalom Board Retreat 12/9
• Missoula Interfaith Collaborative Legislative Assembly, with focus on mental
health and health Care 12/13
Development, Pastoral, Outreach, and Greater Community
• Assemble Hanukkah cards, bookmarks for mailing with Holly 11/27
• Missoula Ministerial Association Interfaith monthly meeting 12/5
• Montana Association of Rabbis online meeting 12/12
• Montana Human Rights Network quarterly meeting 12/15
• Montanans for Immigrant Justice (MIJ) monthly meeting 12/16
• Weekly office hours, plus additional pastoral visits and phone calls
• Missoulian original column re Hanukkah 12/1
• Press interview, abc Fox, “Montana Treasures”, UM Kaiman
Coming up
• Dept of Justice contacted me about offering a forum at Har Shalom about
protecting worship communities, to be held at HS in Feb or March, am now
exploring possible dates with other religious communities in Missoula. Needs
board approval.
• Dana Eisenberg is offering to hold a workshop at Har Shalom on Community
Resilience Training, CRM on Jan 27. Lida is primary contact, and I am helping.
Needs board approval.
• My ordination January 13, 3 to 5 pm, Broomfield, CO, and live stream (will share
url when I get it)
• xxxxx will be having surgery in either January or February. When the date is set, I
will request time for annual leave to give her care during her recovery.
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Dec 1 Missoulian Original Column

3
Missoulian Dec 2

(continued next page
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Missoulian Dec 7

Montana Treasure: Har Shalom
abc/Fox

Ben Wineman

Dec 3, 2018
It's a light that represents hope; hope in the darkness. And this is the time of year that the light shines out
with pride, as the Missoula Jewish Community Har Shalom celebrates the first night of Hanukkah.
For spiritual leader and rabbinic intern Laurie Franklin, it's the time of the year where her congregation gets
to celebrate with an entire community. Out in the open with their large menorah, they are not hard to miss.
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"It's a blessing that we get to rub shoulders with one another, get to see what we share, see what we have in
common, and there is a lot, and also appreciate the differences, and not gloss over them. Just say they are
there too. So to me, that is one of the real Treasures to have the opportunity to work in Jewish community "
Franklin says.
Har Shalom has been part of the Missoula community since 2007. But the city has had an active Jewish
population for more than six decades. For Har Shalom member Bert Chessin, it's a place where people of
all ages and background can come together.
"What I like about it is, it gives any one who wants to do anything Jewish, has an opportunity. You are not
going to get a fight from anyone. If you have an idea, if you want to experience something, you are going
to have the opportunity to do it here." says Chessin.
As this year has shown around the world and around the country, the Jewish faith is still under attack. In
October, a gunman killed 11 members of a Pittsburgh synagogue. And in the face of those attacks, Har
Shalom has grown a deeper appreciation of their role in the welcoming fabric of Missoula.
"We are proud of what we have, and what we have accomplished. And we are also very thankful for the
support of not only from our members, but the people of Missoula to getting us to this place." Chessin says.
"We have been really embraced. That this community is a very open community, very supportive, very
loving, in real ways. In person to person, not just in words,” says Franklin.
In this season of sharing, forgiveness, and most of all, hope, the members of Har Shalom light their
menorah without judgement, and in celebration of their faith.
"It's a beautiful shared story, and so, it's really lovely to share Hanukkah light with our non-Jewish friends"
says Franklin with a smile.
Har Shalom, a Montana Treasure.
To find out more information about Har Shalom and their Hanukkah services, you can visit their website,
http://www.har-shalom.org/

